
Asphalt Shingles Guide
There are more options than ever before from shingle manufacturers for residential roofs. Find out about 

the many asphalt styles available and which might be right for your home and budget.
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Asphalt shingles may well be one of the best building material 
innovations of the 20th century. Their introduction to the 
market during the early 1900s suddenly gave builders and 
homeowners an affordable option for roofing. The product was 
easy to install, provided good protection from the elements, 
and could even add a little bit of style to the home’s exterior 
appearance. Asphalt shingles became one of the primary 
roofing materials used on homes from the 1920s through 
the 1960s, but what was once considered an attractive look 
eventually began to appear a bit dated.

While protection was still important, modern homeowners 
wanted a little more style than the early asphalt shingles 
provided with their limited design and color options. Shingle 
manufacturers listened; today’s asphalt shingles are available 
in almost countless styles, colors and shapes while still offering 
affordable protection and easy installation.

Asphalt Shingle Styles
What’s your home’s architectural style? Whether it’s a Victorian, 
Craftsman, contemporary, or one of the many other designs 
found across the country, there’s an asphalt shingle that can 
complement your home’s exterior appearance. Here is a 
sampling of the most popular types manufacturers offer:

•	 Three tab. This is the asphalt shingle style that got it all 
started. The shingles have a flat profile that accents your 
roof lines and blends with your home’s exterior appearance 
rather than becoming the dominant feature. Most 
manufacturers offer at least a half dozen colors to choose 
from in their three tab collections and provide a limited 20- 
or 25-year warranty for shingles in this category.

•	 Architectural. This shingle style is also called 
“dimensional” due to its unique profile and dramatic 
shadow lines. Architectural shingles normally feature 
angled cuts that give the impression of shakes or rough 
sawn shingles and heavier weights that allow the material 
to provide more definition to your roof. Just about every 
asphalt shingle manufacturer offers at least one line of 
architectural shingles and many have a few that span 
several price ranges. If you like numerous color options, 
this may be your shingle — CertainTeed’s Landmark series 
has 18 shades to choose from and other manufacturers 
also offer a multitude of dimensional color selections. 
Architectural shingles normally have 30- or 40-year limited 
warranties, but some feature life-time coverage if certain 
conditions are met.

•	 Special shapes. If something out of the ordinary is more 
your style, consider one of the special shapes or designer 
options available in asphalt shingles. GAF’s Monaco line 
of luxury architectural shingles have a clay tile appearance 
that can make your home look like it belongs in the old 
Southwest. And if you’ve always dreamed of having an 
English country estate, CertainTeed’s Carriage House 
shingles resemble scalloped slate.

An abundance of asphalt shingle styles are now offered by 
manufacturers. Talk to your roofing contractor or distributor 
about which asphalt shingles might be the right style for your 
home.
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Asphalt Shingles for Every Budget
Shingles are priced by the roof square — a square being 
defined as enough material to cover 100 square feet of roof 
area. While there are many factors that go into determining a 
shingle’s cost, the two primary considerations are its weight 
or thickness and the complexity of its design. Heavier shingles 
usually last longer on your roof, have longer warranties, and 
cost more than lightweight designs such as three tab shingles.

Prices can also vary depending on where your home is located 
and which shingles manufacturers offer for that region. As of 
2012, based on the following styles you might expect to pay in 
these price ranges for asphalt shingles:

•	 Three tab — $70 to $80 per square
•	 Architectural — $85 to $110 per square
•	 Special shape or designer — $220 to $300 per square

Whether you’re planning a DIY project or hiring a contractor, 
asphalt shingles deserve strong consideration when shopping 
for roofing materials.

Phone Interview Sales person The Roof Center, Charlottesville, Va
GAF — Designer Shingles
• http://www.gaf.com  • http://www.gaf.com/Roofing/Residential/Products/Shingles/Designer/Designer-Shingles.aspx
CertainTeed — Carriage House Shingles
•	http://www.certainteed.com	•	http://www.certainteed.com/products/roofing/residential/luxury/308521


